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Four Friends And 122 Years Of Marriage Between Them

By MLAC,
SPECIAL T THE COURANT
| Watson and S1an Taylor met as
freshmen engineering students
Brown Unlversiiy in
Providence, roomed togeiher worked
together in diffenent parts of the world
and, S0 years later live as close as thoy
did in college, albeit with the diversions
of twospocil women?
Al med Priseilla
Woodburs n natlonally
ML | ranked table-tonnls
competiion, whileshe
was playing in atourmament at Brown
in the springof 1309, Sho trnsfernad
that fall to Pembroke College, the
women's college afliliated with Brown,
‘bt shedidn’t sea AL
“Hiz was always too bitsy with his
studies. | was too busy looking for
rocks,” says Priscilla, who wasa
gealogy '

“Iweasn litt]e shy of girls,” A

Tri his senlor yearn, Al lnvited Priscilla
fo & dance, and before he graduated in
1582, thoy began dating. Al and Stan
lnnded internships at Pratt & Whitney
In Hartford between thedr junfor and
senbor years and roomed togetherat
Trinity Collepe When they gradusted,
their military service was wahed so
they coudd bring thekr engineering
knonwledpe to work af Pratt & Whitney !
aunvd they again roomed af Trinity

With Priscilin’s father off to war, her
mather moved from Wornnester, Mass,
and rented an apartment n Hartond so

LOYE

COUPLES Shirley Il'rd Eun'mrll:r at left, and Priscilla and Al Watzon lve near oach
other at Duncaster Rotirement t:bmnwﬂtr In Bloomfield.

Priscilla could visit AL Sitting in
Prisciila’s mother's yellow, convertible
Packard, Al asked Priscilla o marry
him. Priscilla fnishod herdegrooa
sommester early and marrled Al with
Stan serving as best man, on Manch 22,
1943 Priscilla and Al remalned in |
Hartford for the rext El.:hl}ﬂl! and
had twochildren,

Stan, meanwhike, was living tho

. hachelor's Hie at variows West Coast

Roendfoms, 41l workingfor Pratt &
Whitney and staying in touch with Al
when he vishied Hartfond on business
trips. In 1950, Stan wasbestman ina
wedding in Washington state, whin hi

was living at the time. Hewas warned
abowt the mald of honor: “Watch out for
her She can wrapany manaround her
finger” .

Shewas Shidey Henrleksen, wha'd
been living in Parisand teeveling in
Europe for two yoars. She camae home
bicanisn Lo bride, her bést frlend,
begped Bor with the promiseof
providing =the perfoct man™ for Shirog

The bride and groom spent a week

beforethotr wedding trving to got Stan

and Shirey together At the rehearsal

< dinner, Stan put a fake loo cube witha

fly In It In Shirley’s glass. “Shedidn't
£ay anything about it,” Stan says, which

made him think she was a pretty
agreeabile persan.

Afler the wedding, Stan and Shirley
dated n fow times, Stan, anathoof
Providence, spent Thanbsgiving ad
Christmas with Shirley"s family in
Washington, By Valontine's Dy Stan
says, =1 wis determined [ would proposs
In the most romantic way Deould” With
abexof candy and flowers in hand, *We
went out toanbeelitthe spot, and [

g o

It waslate that night whon she came
home, but her mother swoke and sald,
"+« Tedl mee all about it You're glowing
inthedark.”

Stan and Shidey were wod on July 5,
1551, shartly before Prait & Whitnay
transferred Al to Ballovue, Wash., and
Stan and Al found themselves work ing
together again.

The whes devised a plan to have the
mon commiie towork Inone crso the
wives could hoanve a caral home, But they
wereondy fogether aboul a year when
Stan and Shirdey wers transferrod (o
Connecticut. The couple trovebed bock
to Washington every other year with
thekr foarr children.

Al and Priscilia moved back fo .
Connecticut in 1568 and settbed near
Stan and Shirfey in West Hartford. Thoy
attended the same church, and Al, Stan
and Shirdey sang in the Immanuel

+ Congregation Church cholr together Al

and Stan both troveled the world with
Pratt & Whitney, and thelr wives went
with them when possible.

=W stayed elose always” Stan saysof

the couples® friendship Heand Shidey
beld an annbversary party (0 celebrnfio
Alamd Priscilla’s 25 sears together Ina
month, Al and Priscilla will mark 65
yearsof marriage, and this summer it
ol b 57 years for Shicley nnd Stam.

“Thesa cngineers ane a personality b
themsalves,” Priscliia says. “The min
bhad to beat thelr business, and wo
s had to il in the extra howrs,"
which Priscilin and Shirfey did with
commamnity volunteer work.

“We both have very strong whes,™
Stan siys.
*¥ou hueve o be adapiable,” Shirley

SR -
“Wie both made a point of bocoming
interested in what eachothervwas -
intereeted in,” Stan sy

“We're trbed and tre . . W drast
each other completely” Shidey savs

Fiveyears ago Al and Priscllla move
to Dunesster Retlrement Commamibty §
Bloomfleld, and last yoar Stan and
Shirkey moved across from them.

They eat meals lopether and ghoe eac
other rides when one of thelr cars is
being serviced — not much different
from undergraduato days for Stan and
AL only better Now they have thelr ow
=trbod arad troe” valentine

We'dd fove fo ear your love $5ory. or
about soimeone you knows. Please send
your name, emall address or phone
nenmber to Cord Dobler af dobieris
eourantoom, or by mall fo The
Hartford Courant, Featines Dept., 283
Broad St., Hartford, CT 06115,




